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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . In a portable computer system coupled to a communication 
interface, a method for selecting an application/used with said communication 
interface, said method comprising the steps jsf: 

a) entering a mode for executing said application; 

b) reading a resistance value ova pin on said communication interface, 
wherein said communication interface comprises a type of connection operable 

1 0 to couple said communication interface to a second computer system and 

wherein said type of connectior/is associated with a particular resistance value; 

c) identifying said typje of connection according to said resistance value 



n 
N 

Hi read in said step b); and 



d) selecting a fo/m of said application used with said type of connection 
1 5 identified in said step/c). 

2. Th^ method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said step a) is 
responsive toinput from a user that is independent of said type of connection. 

20 3. The method as recited/n Claim 1 wherein said communication ' 

interface further comprises a cradle ejeme/rt, wherein said portable computer 
system is inserted into said cradleTelement. 

4. The method as recited in Claim 1 yivherein said step c) comprises 
25 the step of: 

c1) identifying said type of connectjc'n according to a voltage value for 
said pin. 
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5. The method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said application is for 
debugging applications on said portable computer System. 

5 6. The method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said application is for 

sharing information between said portable computer system and said second 
computer system. 

7. The method as recited in ClaiAi 1 wherein said type of connection 
1 0 comprises a Universal Serial Bus (USB) connection and wherein said 
application is used with a USB communication interface. 



8. The method as recited in/Claim 1 wherein said type of connection 

3 comprises an RS232 connection and/wherein said application is used with an 

13 

4 15 RS232 communication interface. 



9. A portable computer/system comprising: 
a bus; 

a communication interface port coupled to said bus, said communication 
20 interface port operable to couple with a communication interface; and 
a processor coupled to said bus; 

said processor for performing a method for selecting an application used 
with a type of communication interface, said method comprising the steps of: 
a) entering/a mode for executing said application; 
25 b) reading a resistance value of a pin on said communication 

interface, wherein said communication interface comprises a type of 
connection operable to couple said communication interface to a second 
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computer system and wherein said tyr^e of connection is associated with 
a particular resistance value; 

c) identifying said type of co/inection according to said resistance 
value read in said step b); and 

d) selecting a form of said application used with said type of 
connection identified in said step c). 

10. The portable compu/er system of Claim 9 wherein said step a) of 
said method is responsive to in/ut from a user that is independent of said type 
of connection. 



1 1 . The portable computer system of Claim 9 wherein said 
communication interface further comprifcelfa cradle element, wherein said 
portable computer system is inserted into said cradle element. 



12. The portable computer system of Claim 9 wherein said step c) of 
said method comprises the step of: 

d) identifying said type of connectic/i according to a voltage value for 
said pin. 

13. The portable computer/system of Claim 9 wherein said application 
is for debugging applications on said portable computer system. 



14. The portable computer system of Claim 9 wherein said application 
is for sharing information between said portable computer system and said 
second computer syster 
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1 5. The portable computer system of Claim 9 wherein said type of 
connection comprises a Universal Serial BusaUSB) connection and wherein 
said application is used with a USB communication interface. 

1 6. The portable computer system of Claim 9 wherein said type of 
connection comprises an RS232 connection and wherein said application is 
used with an RS232 communication interface. 

17. In a system comprising a portable computer system and a second 
computer system communicatively coupled using a communication interface, a 
method for selecting an application used with a type of communication 
interface, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) reading at said portable computer system a resistance value of a pin 
on said communication interface, wherein said communication interface 
comprises a type of connection operable to couple said communication 
interface to said second computer system; 



b) identifying at said portable computer system a type of communication 
interface, wherein said type of communication interface is identified by said 
resistance value; and / 

c) selecting aysaid portable computer system an application 
corresponding to sara type of communication interface, wherein said application 
is executed collaboratively on said portable computer system and on said 
second computer system. 

18. Trae method as recited in Claim 17 wherein said reading of said 
step a) is responsive to input from a user that is independent of said type of 
connection. 
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19. The method as recited in Claim 17 wherein said step b) comprises 
the step of: / 

b1 ) identifying said type of communication interface according to a 
voltage value for said pin. / 

20. The method as recited in claim 17 wherein said application is for 
debugging applications on said portable computer system. 

21 . The method as recited in Claim 17 wherein said application is for 
sharing information between said/portable computer system and said second 
computer system. / 

22. The method as recited in Claim 17 wherein said type of 
communication interface comprises a Universal Serial Bus (USB) connection 
and wherein said application is used with a USB communication interface. 

23. The method as recited in Claim 17 wherein said type of 
communication interface comprises an RS232 connection and wherein said 
application is used with an RS232 communication interface. 
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